Saving Henry is the incredibly moving and inspiring story of Laurie Strongin’s struggle to save the life of her son. Henry was born with a heart condition that was operable, but which proved to be a precursor for a rare, almost-always fatal illness: Fanconi anemia.  Deciding to do everything in their power to fight the course of the disease, Laurie and her husband signed on for a brand new procedure called PGD that, through in vitro fertilization combined with genetic testing, promised to produce a new baby who was free of the disease and a perfectly-matched stem cell donor for Henry. The stem cells from the baby’s umbilical cord would be transplanted into Henry's body and ultimately save him. As Laurie puts it: "I believe in love and science, nothing more and nothing less."


Laurie and her husband endured nine failed courses of PGD before they had to give up. Meanwhile, the feisty little boy who loved Batman, Cal Ripken, and root beer-flavored anesthesia captivated everyone who came in contact with him, from New York City to Minneapolis, with his spunk and "never give up" attitude.  Henry was the little boy who, when the nurses came to take blood samples, brandished his toy sword and said, "Bring it on!" When Henry lost his hair after a chemo treatment, he declared, "Hey, I look like Michael Jordan!"
Laurie became an advocate for stem cell research, working with policymakers and the scientific community to bring attention to Henry's case and the importance of furthering the science. Throughout it all, Henry's courage and bravery were a source of inspiration for the many nurses, doctors, friends and family who interacted with him—and he has saved many lives through his participation in groundbreaking research. Saving Henry is the story of this family's search for a cure, and the impact their amazing son had on the lives of so many.
